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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINES DENIES PLO REQUEST FOR OFFICE 

REF: (A) JAKARTA 9658, (B) KUALA LUMPUR 4905, (C) SINGAPORE 3129 

1 . SUMMARY: THREE MEMBER PLO DELEGATION VISITED MANILA 
JULY 26-29. DELEGATION MET WITH PRESIDENT MARCOS TO EXPLAIN 
PLO VIEWPOINTS AND REQUEST PERMISSION TO OPEN AN OFFICE. THOUGH 
TALKS WERE CHARACTERIZED AS CORDIAL AND FRUITFUL, GOP DID NOT 
GRANT REQUEST TO OPEN AN OFFICE AND REFUSED REQUEST THAT JOINT 
PRESS RELEASE MAKE REFERENCE TO THE "NATIONAL RIGHTS" OF THE 
PALESTINIANS. END SUMMARY. 

2. THREE MEMBER PLO DELEGATION TRAVELING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA (REF- 
TELS) VISITED MANILA JULY 26-29. DELEGATION, LED BY FAROUK KADDOUMI. 
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MET WITH FOREIGN SECRETARY ROMULO AND PRESIDENT MARCOS TO 
DISCUSS THE CURRENT MIDEAST SITUATION. AS WELL AS T REQUEST PER- 
MISSION TO OPEN AN OFFICE IN MANILA. ACCORDING TO DFA OFFICIAL IN- 
VOLVED IN VISIT, DELEGATION FIRST RAISED QUESTION OF ESTABLISHING 
AN OFFICE WITH ROMULO WHO PARRIED REQUEST WITH REPLY THAT 
THIS DECISION COULD ONLY BE MADE BY PRESIDENT MARCOS. DELEGATION 
THEN RAISED QUESTION AGAIN IN MEETING WITH MARCOS WHO DECLINED 
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TO GIVE PERMISSION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OFFICE. IN 
CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFFS PRIOR TO PLO VISIT, DFA ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS ARMANDO MANALO HAD STATED 
GOP DESIRE TO LIMIT LENGTH OF VISIT TO TWO DAYS, THOUGH PLO 
WANTED FOUR DAYS IN MANILA, AND THAT PRESIDENT MARCOS WOULD 
NOT MEET DELEGATION BECAUSE OF PRESSURE OF PREPARATIONS FOR 
ASEAN SUMMIT. IN END, HOWEVER, GOP DECIDED NOT TO PRESS FOR 
SHORTER VISIT NOR TO DENY DELEGATION OPPORTUNITY TO MEET MARCOS. 
ACCORDING TO DFA OFFICIAL, DECISION TO PERMIT MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT WAS MADE BY MARCOS HIMSELF FOLLOWING PLO INSISTANCE 
ON MEETING. 

3. VISIT WAS VERY LOW-KEYED AND COVERAGE IN MANILA'S GUIDED 
PRESS WAS LIMITED TO A BRIEF ARTICLE UPON DELEGATION'S 
ARRIVAL, A SHORT COMMENTARY FROM ONE OF MANILA'S LARGE CORPS 
OF COLUMNISTS, AND BACK-PAGE COVERAGE OF JOINT PRESS RELEASE 
AT VISIT'S CONCLUSION WHICH CHARACTERIZED THE DISCUSSIONS 

AS "FRUITFUL’' AND "CORDIAL." ACCORDING DFA OFFICIAL, PLO WANTED 
A REFERENCE TO THE "NATIONAL RIGHTS" OF THE PALESTINIANS INCLUDED 
IN THE RELEASE. THE GOP, HOWVER, INSISTED ON THE USE OF THE TERM 
"LEGITIMATE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN L90)3”; GOP 
CLAIMED THE LANGUAGE SUGGESTED BY THE PLO WOULD INDICATE 
A CHANGE IN GOP POLICY AND THAT A PRESS RELEASE WAS NOT 
AN APPROPRIATE FORUM TO INDICATE A CHANGE OF THAT NATURE. 

4. COMMENT: HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON MIDEASTERN OIL AND ON 
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AT LEAST THE NEUTRALITY OF THE ARAB STATES VIS-A-VIS 
THE CONFLICT IN MINDANAO, THE GOP REMAINS VERY SENSITIVE 
TO ITS RELATIONS WITH THE ARAB WORLD. THIS PROBABLY 
EXPLAINS WHY MARCOS ACCEDED TO THE PLO'S REQUEST FOR A 
MEETING. THE PHILIPPINES, HOWEVER, VIEWS THE PLO AS A 
STILL RADICAL ORGANIZATION AND IS NOT PREPARED TO ECHO 
COMPLETELY THE PLO LINE OR PERMIT AN OFFICE IN MANILA. 
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